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AVALON BOROUGH
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

April 17, 2012

Roll Call: Bernstein, Cortese, Dixon, Donnelly, Lloyd, Narcisi, Klicker,
Repp. Also present were Dilmore, Solicitor Ott, Mayor Haslett and
Shawn Rosensteel. Absent: Vetterly.

The meeting opened at with a prayer and the pledge of allegiance led by
Mayor Haslett.

Ms. Ott stated an Executive Session was held prior to the Regular
Council Meeting concerning a pending Litigation issue.

COMMUNICATIONS:

 Dilmore stated that he received a letter from the Gunsmith School
commending Chief Kokoski on his presentation and motivational
speech to the young men at the school.

 Received a confirmation letter from our new representative
Michael Finnerty replacing Matt Drozd on our county council seat.
He has expressed a desire to meet with Council and hear our
concerns.

 Letter from “Young Lungs at Play”, an ordinance/resolution
prohibiting smoking in playground areas. Sponsored by Tobacco
Free Allegheny County.

 Communication from Goehring, Rutter and Boehm on various
topics. Megan Ott to speak on those when we get to her report.

 Letter from FEMA on the updating of the flood plane data. Report
to be given by Shawn with the Engineering report.



2

 Received letter from the North Boroughs Fire Works concerning
our donation. More information to follow at future meetings.

Klicker moved:

“To accept the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of March 20, 2012”.
2nd Bernstein
Abstain: Cortese

Dixon

CARRIED

VISITORS:

Mrs. Dominytus questioned about getting “No Smoking” signs at
the pool. Mr. Dilmore stated that the ordinance proposed by
Tobacco Free Allegheny County, if passed, will provide us with
free signs.

Question on whether there is an ordinance against dogs doing
their business on your property and do you have the right to
reprimand the owner for not cleaning up. Mr. Dilmore stated yes,
against dogs defecating on your property, no to reprimanding
owners, suggested calling the police.

Mrs. Dominytus also is asking for Chestnut Manor residents, if
Chestnut can be lined for parking spaces. Mr. Dilmore suggested
the residents put a petition together with their request and
Council can make the decision at that time.

Jackie Yurkovich – reminders:
Saturday, April 21, 2012, is clean up day, hope to see some of you
there.
Saturday, April 28, 2012, is the Spaghetti Dinner. Commended
Ralph for all his hard work in making this possible. Please
attend.

No Smoking signs – does that also include the pool? (Tobacco
Free Allegheny County signs) Mr. Cortese stated no. Jackie is
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concerned about mothers leaving their children unattended to go
smoke.

MAYOR:

Swearing in Paul Meyer as the new Assistant Fire Marshall.
Recently swore in 7 Fire Police, 4/14/12.

Comments concerning people parking at the slide on Birmingham
Avenue. Mr. Dilmore stated speaking to a resident as she was
parking and she was not concerned, she lived there. No Parking
signs had been posted but have disappeared. Narcisi suggested
writing a letter to residents and anyone parking there, of the
dangers, and that the Borough will not be held responsible since
they had been warned of the dangers. Especially the resident that
Mr. Dilmore warned of the danger.

Mr. Haslett, because he is missing meetings, has decided to donate
his paychecks back to the Borough. Donations thus far have been
in support of the doggie stations and the pool fundraiser.

SECRETARY/MANAGER:

 Makatura and I have started the work on the Operations and
Maintenance Manual for the Allegheny County Health
Department. The manual is to be completed by May 31, 2012.

 Working with the Engineer on the potential problems with the
slide conditions on N. Birmingham Avenue. We will get the letter
out and post more plainly regarding the parking issues. Inspected
the site with the Engineer and Geotechs. Core boring will be a
necessity to understand the nature of the slide. Shawn to discuss
further.

 Paperwork has been forwarded to the newspaper for soliciting
bids for the sidewalk work on borough streets.

 All paperwork and reports for the audit, pensions and liquid fuels
were completed and filed by March 31, 2012. Thank you to the
staff for all the work.
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 Spoke at 7 Springs on the Consent Order 2. More to come…more
work, more money and more on unfunded mandates. Stay tuned.

The Mayor questioned the bids on the sidewalks – as the borough does
their part to fix their sidewalks can the residents take advantage of the
prices – Mr. Dilmore stated that the plan is to do the work in sections,
offering the same pricing to the residents in the section being completed
at the time.

SOLICITOR:

 Spent time working with the solicitor of Ben Avon Heights
regarding an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement
with Ben Avon Heights to establish one Joint Emergency
Operations Plan. Because we provide services to them, the
idea is to have one coordinator. This will also provide an
avenue for grant money through the State – high priority is
given to communities with this type of agreement. To enter
into this agreement, the county must review the plan, you
must enter into this agreement by ordinance, it is available
for review tonight. The motion is on the agenda this
evening.

 Received a request to donate property back to the Borough
– small vacant lot on Marie Avenue. No title search has
been done as of yet. The Borough would own the property
free and clear to do as you please – keep as a green space,
possibly sell to neighboring property owners. If keeping,
the Borough must add to the insurance pool.

ENGINEERS REPORT:

Rosensteel reported meeting with the Geotechnical Engineers (we
are waiting on the proposal) to do an investigation regarding the
landslide area on N. Birmingham. The discussion with them is to
do a few core borings to find out what is happening under ground
then make a recommendation to the Borough for repairs. We did
make it know that cost is an issue. One fix – i-beams are
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mortared into the bedrock and put concrete slabs between the
beams to keep back the soil, quite expensive. Less expensive
methods are gabion baskets and a segmented, concrete wall.
Proposal will be forwarded on to Harry when received.

Operations and Maintenance Manual – working closely with
Dilmore and Makatura. This report is due May 31. Happy to
report that the information they have collected is excellent,
completed in a timely manner and can be directly inserted into
the manual.

One flood plane in the area, Spruce Run. The mapping did not
have any provisions to that flood plane. As part of the FEMA
mapping, they are requiring municipalities to review their
ordinances. FEMA is offering to review your ordinance, free of
charge, identify any deficiencies, and make recommendations to
bring your ordinance up to date. I highly recommend taking
advantage of their offer.

Repp questioned the changes to the ordinance and if it helped in
flood claims. Rosensteel’s understanding is that it will help people
get flood insurance, Ott supported this belief.

Feasibility Study – as we finalize your Consent Order, the
Feasibility study is due to the Allegheny County Health
Department in July of 2013. Draft due to ALCOSAN in July
2012. We are in the process of working on the Feasibility Study to
meet the ALCOSAN deadline. The Avalon system is in very good
condition. One gray area, first phase of the deficiency project,
Spruce Run Interceptor, from the park to ALCOSAN’s
interceptor. Approximately 2000 ft and a few manholes – needs
to be televised and the manholes inspected, run a model, and
report back to Avalon on repairs. This line carries the majority
of Avalon, a portion Ross and Kilbuck Township. Cortese
questioned the location of the pipe through Ben Avon to the river
and if it is part of the large pipe planned for under the river – yes.
Dixon wanted clarification the pipe going through the ball fields
and if the plan to use the fields as a retention plan was still an
option - no.
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Lloyd reported being in touch with Congressman Altmeyer’s and
Doyle’s office to meet with them to find any federal grant money.

FINANCE REPORT:

Lloyd moved:

“to accept the Finance Report as submitted.
2nd Bernstein

CARRIED

“to accept the Tax Collector’s Report for March as submitted.”
2nd Donnelly

CARRIED

“to accept the Treasurer’s Report as submitted.”
2nd Donnelly

CARRIED

Would like to remind everyone today is Tax Day, please pay your taxes.

“To pay the List of Bills as submitted.”
2nd Donnelly
Abstain: Dixon

CARRIED

SAFETY:

Narcisi moved

“to hire Bob Rosensteel as the police clerk in the Avalon Police
Department.”

2nd Donnelly
CARRIED
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Lloyd stated for the record: “Why are we hiring a police clerk?”
We had a resignation of the current police clerk.

Abstain: Dixon
CARRIED

“to approve a handicapped parking space at 9 Marie Avenue.”
2nd Cortese

Questions: Did we get approval from the Chief – yes it passed. There is
one at Delp but none below.

CARRIED

STREETS:

Klicker moved

“to accept Resolution 1081 accepting the Allegheny County 2012
Hazard Mitigation Plan.”

2nd Bernstein
Abstain: Dixon

CARRIED

“to hire Kerry Patterson as the Department of Public Works
Superintendent effective May 7, 2012.”

2nd Lloyd
CARRIED

PROPERTY:

Dixon stated that he has some ideas on how to save money:
Found a retired electrician to move the thermostat from the
outside wall of the fire hall to an inside wall for better readings.
Shut the heat off in the banquet room to save money.
Library utilities – follow guidelines from the 70’s of setting the
thermostat at 68 in the winter and 72 in the summer to try and
save energy.
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Bottled water – machines that we are paying for, if you watch the
pennies, the dollars take care of themselves. We will be talking
about the Consent Decree, if I can lead by example in my
department trying to save money. Looking at the census, there
are 4800 people in this town but if you remove the fixed income
people, retires, there are less than 1000 people left to pay the bills.
The water came out of the fire hall, for the record it is sitting in
closet right now, saving $10/month that we are spending that we
don’t need to.

Question to Parks – how much would it cost to get baby swings in
the parks? Cortese looking into getting them. Dixon questioned
how do we stop the teenagers from destroying them. Cortese
stated the police have been doing a fine job with the parks.
Cortese to look into if they are still legal to have at the parks.
Further discussion on insurance and purchase of swings.

Dixon questioned the agreement from an alternative elevator
company for the library elevator. Dilmore stated that council
rejected that agreement at the Finance Meeting on Thursday and
is continuing with Marshall Elevator.

Dixon moved

“to authorize legal advertisement for Ordinance #1339
authorizing the establishment of a Joint Emergency Operations
Agency and Plan with Ben Avon Heights Borough.”

2nd Donnelly

CARRIED

“to authorize the 1st and 2nd reading of Ordinance #1339
authorizing the establishment of a Joint Emergency Operations
Agency with Ben Avon Heights Borough.”

2nd Bernstein

Dixon questioned whether the Fire Department would have an
opportunity to read and comment on the ordinance. Repp
explained that it was explained earlier in the solicitor comments
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that having the 1st and 2nd reading now would allow time for
review.

CARRIED

CORP/PLANNING:

Bernstein moved

“to adopt Ordinance #1338, an ordinance of the Borough of
Avalon amending the Avalon, Bellevue, Ben Avon joint zoning
ordinance consistent with the Airport Zoning, this is the 3rd and
final reading.”

Dixon questioning what the ordinance was about . Further
questions and discussions on the ordinance with the Solicitor
answering all pertinent questions regarding the ordinance.

CARRIED

INTERBOROUGH:

Donnelly stated we received our dividend check from MRM
(Municipal Risk Management Workers Comp) for a little over
$12,000. Dilmore explained the lower dividend amount due to
having 2 officers injured and out in 1 year. In prior years we
were able to give a $200 Safety Bonus to the employees but in the
most recent years we have kept it in the General Fund.

Book from the Council of Governments that was present at Seven
Springs. Pertinent information pertaining to local government
that could be helpful. Copies available in the administration
office.

Seven Springs was productive. From storm water issues coming
up to North Hills purchasing a police vehicle from the city and
refurbished and now using as a command post.

Allegheny County is having a Gateway Clipper event. Sign up in
the office.
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PARKS:

Mr. Cortese commended Mr. Dilmore and Ms. Ott for their
presentations at Seven Springs. They both did a wonderful job.

Cortese moved

“to hire Laura Hanahan and Maxine Berry as cashiers at the Avalon
Swimming Pool for the 2012 season.”

2nd Bernstein

Dixon questioned if they have their Act 32 clearances. Cortese felt
certain they did since Laura works at the school and Maxine also works
for Headstart. All of these can be run through the Police Dept. Dixon
stated that he is asking for all people being hired for the pool – do they
all have the clearances and/or do they need them working with children
and protecting ourselves and the children. Dixon persisted in
questioning whether Laura and Maxine have clearances. Repp asked
how long Maxine had been working as a cashier – Dilmore stated 12
years.

Amending the motion to read as follows:
“to hire Laura Hanahan and Maxine Berry as cashiers at the Avalon
Swimming Pool for the 2012 season subject to obtaining the
appropriate clearances.”

CARRIED

“to hire the following for the Concession Stand for the 2012 season
subject to obtaining the appropriate clearances:

Rylee McGonigal, Charlie Meyer, Danielle Pendzich,
Thomas Robertson and Jackie Yurkovich.”

2nd

CARRIED
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“to hire Catie Makatura as pool manager of Avalon Pool for the 2012
season subject to obtaining the appropriate clearances.”

2nd

CARRIED

“to hire the following Lifeguards for the Avalon Pool 2012 Season
subject to obtaining the appropriate clearances:

Wesley Bartholomew, Finnbarr Carroll, Clair Danylo,
Rachel Dombrowski, Matthew Dombrowski, Jonathan Gusew,
Leah Mantic, Matthew Miller, Rachel Robertson, James
Silay, Kelsey Sozanski, Andrew Ungarino.”

2nd

CARRIED

“to hire the following Headguard/Lifeguards for the Avalon Pool 2012
Season subject to obtaining the appropriate clearances:

Alison Gusew, Aaron Makatura, Amanda Silay,
Christa VanVolkenburg.”

2nd

CARRIED

“To allow the North Boros Panthers and Cheerleading Organization to
use the back field for practices from Monday thru Friday from 5:30 pm
to 8:30 m beginning July 23, 2012 thru November 12, 2012.”

2nd Lloyd

Dixon questioned what field is the back field. Determined it is the little
league field. Dixon questioned why so late – it’s dark by November,
close to Center Avenue, 8:30 is late and they are infringing on the
neighbors of Center Avenue. Would like to challenge this and get the
Center Avenue residents to petition this. Further discussion on this
motion.
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Donnelly questioned whether they had their insurances. And also do
they have their clearances for their organization. Repp stated that is
not our responsibility, it is their organization and bylaws.

CARRIED

“to adopt tobacco free zones for all playgrounds and athletic fields.”
2nd

Bernstein questioned how do you define playground? California Avenue
Park has the hockey area and play area, so how do you define the
difference between the two – it’s a park. But at the pool, you have the
playground outside the pool. Cortese explained the shelter area then is
not included. They still have the smoking area at the pool but not
outside the pool and the playground. Further discussion on this issue.

Roll Call Vote:
Repp – no
Dixon – no
Klicker – no

CARRIED

“to approve a handicapped parking space at 9 Marie Avenue.”

2nd Cortese
CARRIED

The lift for the pool is coming in tomorrow.
Tickets for the dinner this Saturday are available in the Administration
Office, Jackie, Valerie and me. Further discussion on the dinner and
who is opening/closing the building.

Haslett noted a swing broken at the park at N. Birmingham. Already on
schedule for repair.

Dixon brought up additional information about someone being arrested
for molesting children and the importance of clearances. Dilmore asked
if fireman have clearances for going to a daycare center. Fireman are
covered by Errors and Omissions and criminal clearances. Dilmore is
questioning how we can do clearances on 15 and 16 year olds. The
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motion states we cannot hire them until we get clearances. Further
discussion on obtaining information on line. Narcisi discussed the
application process and how long it will take. Ott to research the need
for clearances and suggested the lifeguards should probably have the
clearances. Dixon stated the fireman have criminal background checks,
which is $10. Further discussion on the clearances for children – if they
are in the juvenile system. Also further discussion on how this is to be
accomplished. Ott reiterated that she will research the need for the
clearances and define who needs them and who does not. Legal opinion
letter will be in hour hands in 48 hours.

Dilmore asked question regarding the number of ordinances, we used
numbers for motions that were tabled and never passed when do we do
with the sequencing? Make note in the meeting minutes to handle it as
an administrative correction.

LIBRARY:

Missed deadline for filing for a Keystone Grant, deadline is May 1 and
plans are need to apply. This grant is used for sidewalks, painting, and
general improvements to the building and grounds.
Still waiting on flags, Boy Scouts are planning a ceremony.
Also have concern about the clearances for volunteers at the library.
We still are missing some of their clearances. Solicitor recommend the
Board sending a letter with a deadline to submit clearances as required.

CORP/PLANNING:

NO REPORT

INTER-BORO:

NO REPORT

4th
JULY:
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Borough needs to send in it’s donation. Contract for the fireworks is set
for Friday, June 29, raindate Saturday June 30.

Mr. Lloyd wanted to remind everyone again about the clean up day on
Saturday, April 21, 10:00 am. Dumpster Day is Saturday, May 12, as
well as the Apple Blossom Festival.

Also, thank you to Megan Ott and Julie, from Dan Deasy’s Office, did a
wonderful job with the meeting on the Assessment Appeals. It was well
attended and very helpful to all the residents.

Cortese moved

“to adjourn.”

CARRIED

Respectfully submitted

Harry W. Dilmore
Manager


