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AVALON BOROUGH 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

April 21, 2015 

 
Klicker opened the meeting at 7:35 with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Roll Call:  Donnelly, Klicker, Lloyd, Narcisi, Nelson, Pascale. Also 

present: Solicitor Ott, Engineer Scally, Chief Kokoski, and Makatura.  

Absent: Cortese, Neal, Vetterly, Mayor Haslett, Tax Collector Klicker.  

 

Nelson moved: 

 “To accept the Minutes of the Avalon Borough Council Meeting 

of  March 17, 2015.” 

        Lloyd 2
nd  

CARRIED 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

o Letter from Duquesne Light on new pole placements at Belva and 

Orchard Avenues. Paperwork returned. 

o Letter from Allegheny County 911 Emergency Services on 

Emergency Mitigation Plan.  Passed along to Avalon Emergency 

Coordinator. 

o Letter from BABA on the Athletic Field usage for the 2015 

Season.  Passed on to the Parks Committee. 

o Consent Order communications on various topics. The engineer 

will elaborate in his report. 

o Letter from Verizon on the contract renewal. Discussed at the 

Finance Meeting. 

o Paperwork from QVCOG on the Recycling day, an emergency 

and safety plan needs to be in place for May 2. 

o The contract with the Ricoh copiers will expire in January of 

2016.  Looking in to other companies before the contract expires 

to eliminate any problems with returning the existing machines. 

o Court hearings on two properties today, the Solicitor will include 

in her report. 

 

 

 

 



 2 

Pascale moved: 

  

 “To accept the Treasurer’s Report as submitted for April 21, 

2015.” 

         Nelson 2
nd

 

     CARRIED 

  

“To accept the Tax Collector’s Report as submitted for April 21, 

2015.” 

         Donnelly 2
nd

 

    CARRIED 

 

 “To accept the List of Bills as submitted for April 21, 2015, 

in the amount of $103,784.90.” 

      

   Donnelly 2
nd

  

CARRIED 

  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

 

 Robert Powell 

 814 Florence Avenue 

 

Unsafe situation on Elizabeth Avenue of a POD that was 

permitted to be located in the alley between Jackman and 

Florence. (Photos presented.)  It makes it difficult to see when 

pulling out of the alley.   

 

Ryan Dearing 

18 Marie Avenue 

 

Avalon NOW will be conducting the clean up day in conjunction 

with Dumpster Day.   Sign up and refreshments at 8:00 am in the 

Borough Hall, to begin at 9:00 am. 

  

MAYOR: 

o No Report 
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SECRETARY/MANAGER: 

o Participated with council and staff in Banner Community 

ceremony at the County Courthouse, receiving a citation 

from the County Executive. 

o Received word and set date for the next DPW meeting with  

Teamsters 249. The meeting will take place on May 6 at 

6:30 pm. 

o Filed a usage report with the DEP on hazardous waste 

collection. 

o Received notice letter from Verizon on contract renewal. 

Solicitor to advise on action to be taken. 

o Working with QVCOG on paperwork for 2017 garbage 

contract expiring December 2016.  Would like to start 

early so all issues are resolved.  Contract is signed by 

individual Boroughs but negotiated and bid by the 

QVCOG. 

o Working on final paperwork on the house demos.   

719 Ohio River Blvd has been completed and Solicitor Ott 

did a wonderful job resolving the outstanding issues. 

o Primary Election day May 19, machines to be delivered 

May 12. 

o Makatura met with BIU to receive and coordinate tracking 

of fire safety inspections along with landlord/tenant 

information according to the ordinances. 

o Finalizing plans for Dumpster Day, Saturday, April 25, 

and QVCOG recycling day May 2.   

o Work is being completed on the pool for the 2015 season.  

Passes will go on sale May 1. 

o Received delinquent tax lien list for 2013 taxes. 

o Chief Kokoski received the police scores and the Civil 

Service Board has been contacted to schedule a date for 

the oral exams. 

 

 

 

ENGINEER:  Report submitted. 

o Consent Order Decree requirements.  Avalon is 95-100%  

Complete. This last portion is identifying manholes, CCTV 

work and dye testing.  Ohio River Blvd remains to be dye 

tested.  Remaining 34 manholes have been located. 
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o Hydraulic capacity calculations for critical sewers will be 

completed once the GPS work is completed and manhole 

invert elevations are measured. 

o MS4 – the next progress report is due in June. They have 

been GPS and mapped. 

o Marie Avenue demolitions and Semple Avenue Demolition 

should be advertised through the QVCOG. 

o A suggested repair for the Avalon Park storm pipe would 

be a concrete headwall with protective railings at the 

Spruce Run culvert entryway. 

o Hemlock Street retaining wall at Birmingham may require 

a survey to determine if there is any movement and 

continued observation. 

o Actions items for this month are to complete the locations of 

all the manholes, critical sewer hydraulic analysis, CCTV 

work and completing remaining dye tests. 

 

  

SOLICITOR: 

o Completing 719 Ohio River Blvd paperwork for the County 

to award the grant money for the demolition. 

o Follow up on 610/612 California Avenue to move forward 

and issue citations on the expected work not being 

submitted as expected. 

o 221 S. Chestnut Avenue owners have been notified that the 

fire escrow money will be used for the demolition of the 

condemnation and any remaining balance will be their 

responsibility, either directly from them or lien the 

property. 

o Hearings today in front of Judge Gallo on 450 Semple 

Avenue, was given additional 30 days to comply.   

834 Center Avenue was given a final 90 day agreement to 

complete the work. 

o Changes in mandatory reporting environment for 

clearances at the pool and police department as well as the 

library have been forwarded to all departments. 
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FINANCE: 

 

The vehicle used for the Borough Manager is beyond repair at this 

point.  

 

Pascale moved: 

 “To authorize lease for municipal vehicle subject to Finance 

Committee and Solicitor approval.” 

         Donnelly 2
nd

 

     CARRIED 

 

SAFETY:  

 No Report. 

 

 

PARKS/RECREATION: 

 

Donnelly moved: 

 

 “To permit the Avalon-Bellevue Baseball Association use of the 

athletic fields for the 2015 season.”  

         Pascale 2
nd 

 

 

Discussion followed regarding the need for them to have a contract as 

well as submitting proper insurance certificates.  All agreed to 

amending the motion as follows. 

 

“To permit the Avalon-Bellevue Baseball Association use of the 

athletic fields for the 2015 season provided they sign a standard 

contractual agreement.” 

         
 

     CARRIED 

 

STREETS: 

 

Donnelly moved: 

 

 “To have the Secretary advertise for the demolition bids of 

property located at 221 S. Chestnut Street.” 
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         Lloyd 2
nd

 

Discussion followed regarding who is responsible for the maintenance of 

the empty lot, which would be the owner, and it could continue to be an 

issue. 

      

CARRIED 

 

BOROUGHS ASSOCIATION: 

 Donnelly reported on the ALOM conference at Seven Springs. 

 Attended many sessions, most importantly the sewer lines issues  

 that we face. 

 

 QVCOG Recycling Day is May 2.  The COG office will be leaving   

 Avalon and moving to Ohio River Boulevard in Emsworth. 

 

LIBRARY: 

 

 Lloyd reported the Library will be sponsoring the Touch A Truck 

event this year, September 19, 2015, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Proper 

letters will be sent. 

 

 Dumpster Day Saturday, April 25, 2015. No paint, tires, or 

electronics will be accepted. Avalon NOW will be sponsoring clean 

up day. 

 

 May 9, 2015, is the Apple Blossom Festival. 

 

 May 2, 2015, is the QVCOG Recycling Day in the Pool parking area. 

 

 Tuesday, May 19, 2015 is Election Day and also our next council 

meeting. 

 

Lloyd moved: 

 “To move the May Council meeting to Wednesday, May 20, 2015, 

due to election day and for the Secretary to advertise the meeting 

change.” 

         Donnelly 2
nd

 

     CARRIED 
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Lloyd moved to adjourn at 8:15pm. 

         Nelson 2
nd

 

      CARRIED 

 

  

  

         Respectfully submitted 

 

 

 

 

Lorraine Makatura 

Assistant Manager  

 

 

 

 


