
 1 

AVALON BOROUGH   

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

August 19, 2014 

 
Klicker opened the meeting at 7:36 with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Klicker also had a moment of silence for Northgate band director, Jason 

Dillot. 

 

Roll Call:  Cortese, Klicker, Lloyd, Narcisi, Nelson, Vetterly.  Also 

present:  Solicitor Ott, Chief Kokoski, Makatura and Drozd.  Absent: 

Donnelly, Neal, Pascale, Mayor Haslett, Borough Manager Dilmore, 

Tax Collector Klicker. 

 

Nelson moved: 

 “To accept the Minutes of the July 15, 2014, Avalon Borough 

Council Meeting.” 

         Cortese 2
nd

 

     CARRIED 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

o Received communication from Comcast to begin the 

renewal process. 

o Reviewed the Avalon Borough’s qualifications for the 

Banner Community Application and we will be completing 

and submitting the application for 2015. 

o Received a thank you letter from the YMCA for our help 

and support in the 5K race on July 19, 2014. 

o QVCOG sent notification of the 2014/15 salt bid from 

Cargill.  Prices increased from $53/ton to $79.29/ton.  A 

motion to accept this agreement will be made tonight. 

o We also received a copy of the FEMA Model Floodplain 

ordinance, to be effective September 26, 2014.  The 1
st
 and 

2
nd

 reading will be this evening. 

 

 

Lloyd moved: 
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 “To accept the Treasurer’s Report as submitted for August 19, 

2014.” 

         Cortese 2
nd

 

     CARRIED 

 

 

 “To accept the Tax Collector’s Report as submitted for the month 

of August 2014.” 

         Nelson 2
nd

 

     

CARRIED 

 

“To accept the Finance Report as submitted for the month of August 19, 

2014.” 

         Cortese 2
nd

 

      

CARRIED 

 

 “To accept the List of Bills as submitted for August 19, 2014, in 

the amount of $183,299.47.” 

      

   Nelson 2
nd

  

  

CARRIED 

 

  

Lloyd: 

Recognizes Girl Scout Troop 54259 for all their community work. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

 

 Ken Westerman 

415 Ohio River Boulevard, 317 Harrison Ave, 321 Harrison Ave, 

215 Cleveland Ave, 316 Cleveland Ave, 320 Cleveland Ave, 324 

Cleveland Ave 

  

The alley behind these properties is in very poor condition.  Mr. 

Westerman stated that he fell behind these properties and that if 

his elderly father was to fall on that alley that his sister would 

have a lawsuit. 
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Andy Scheibel 

Avalon Affordable Storage on Spruce Run Road 

 

Having a major problem with the rainwater that comes down 

Spruce Run Road into the grates across from his storage facility 

and then dump into his parking lot.  No drainage system over 

there.  Has attempted to remedy the situation on his own.  

Provided pictures to council members. 

 

 

MAYOR: 

 No report. 

 

SECRETARY/MANAGER: 

o  US Assets delivered the 2
nd

 quarter report on both the 

Uniform and Non-Uniform Pension Plans.  Both funds 

performed well.  The report is available for your review. 

o  No bids were received on 434 North School Street.  I’ll let 

the solicitor advise what our next options will be. 

o  We received the fully executed copy of the Addendum to 

the Ben Avon Heights Fire and Emergency Protection 

Agreement. 

o  The Intergovernmental Comprehensive Plan Agreement 

has been advertised.  Avalon, Bellevue, Ben Avon and Ben 

Avon Heights will all be passing this agreement this 

month. 

o  The new telephone system was successfully installed in the 

Library on Monday. 

o  We received the 2015 UPMC proposal for healthcare 

renewal contracts as well as obtaining other proposals for 

the panel to review. 

o  The guiderail has been installed and all the paving has been 

completed on the N. Birmingham wall project.  All the 

signs have been removed and the road is open. 

o  I attended the PAMA Secretaries conference in Greentree 

this week as part of my secretary certification 

requirements.  Classes included records management, 
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personnel policies, work wellness programs and pet 

overpopulation (cats). 

o  Harry and I attended a class in Homestead on yet another 

class on how to fight blight, which was hosted by the Steel 

Valley COG.  They have done an extensive study involving 

their communities.  This document from the Housing 

Alliance of Pennsylvania provides some wonderful 

information on how to address blighted properties, 

absentee landlords, and property maintenance issues as 

well as other helpful tools. 

o  And, we have also taken our first step in enforcing our new 

ordinance on property maintenance issues.  Approximately 

30 tickets have been issued. The chief can tell you what the 

response has been to those…. Chief Kokoski stated that so 

far it seems to be effective.  Avalon Now mention 20 Marie 

Ave with high weeds. 

o  QVCOG scheduled and LTAP Winter Maintenance 

Workshop for October 6, to be held at the firehall. 

o  State Representative Tom Petrone passed away on August 

5
th

.  Representative Petrone served the 27
th

 State House 

District for 28 years, retiring in 2008. 

o  Northgate High School Marching Band Director, Jason 

Dillot, also passed away unexpectedly on Sunday, August 

3, he was 41.  Those of us that were either in the band or 

involved as a parent knew his passion for the marching 

band.  He will be greatly missed. 

 

ENGINEER:  Report submitted. 

o Sean Rosensteel reported for Chester Engineering.   

o Proposed Dunkin Donuts on ORB.  They have provided 

storm water management calculations that need to be 

reviewed again. 

o CD 40-3.11.4, Housing Demo projects in the Borough.  If 

there is a demo of 2 houses in same block there needs to be 

an asbestos test completed and incorporated into the 

specifications before it goes to bid. 

o Klicker asks about any updates on the N Birmingham wall.  

Lorraine says we have not 

 

 



 5 

 

 

SOLICITOR: 

o An Executive Session was held immediately prior to the 

meeting to discuss potential litigation, personnel matters and 

collective bargaining. 

 

 

FINANCE: 

No Report. 

 

Lloyd moved: 

 

 “To approve Resolution 1106, a Resolution authorizing the 

temporary transfer of funds, up to $100,000, from the Sewer Fund to 

the General Fund for use and replenishment in 2014.” 

 

         Cortese 2
nd

 

 

Disussion followed. 

 

     CARRIED 

 

 “To authorize the secretary to advertise Ordinance #1359, an 

ordinance authorizing the incurrence of short term debt for the 

financing of capital improvements.” 

      

         Nelson 2
nd

 

 

Discussion followed. 

 

     CARRIED 

 

Nelson moved: 

 

 “That council censure Councilman Neal for his actions on July 25
, 

2014.  Mr. Neal’s behavior was unacceptable.  His statements with 

respect to the Police Department and it’s officers do not reflect adopted 

policies or sentiments of Council as a whole.” 
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         Cortese 2
nd

 

 

     CARRIED 

 

 “To authorize the Secretary to proceed with the application to 

obtain Banner Community status.” 

 

         Lloyd 2
nd

 

 

     CARRIED 

 

SAFETY:  

 

o The fire company is considering a Nox Box Program.  Would 

allowed the fire company access to building so they wouldn’t 

have to break through windows and doors.  Needs and 

ordinance for it and would be an expense for the owners of the 

buildings. 

o The fire company is also collecting aluminum pop cans. 

       

 

STREETS: 

 

o First half of Grandview Ave to temporarily fix the rough on 

the side of the road. 

o Pool winding down, which will allow the crew to start to work 

on the alleys. 

 

Vetterly moved: 

 “To accept the SHACOG unit pricing for the 2014/15 salt season 

at a bid of $79.29 per ton.” 

     Lloyd 2
nd

 

 

Discussion followed.  Ralph asked if we could go outside of the COG for 

cheaper pricing.   

 

     CARRIED 
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 “To authorize the Secretary to give the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 reading of the 

Floodplain Ordinance #1358 and advertise for the September Council 

Meeting.” 

         Lloyd 2
nd 

 

Discussion followed.  Meghan says this ordinance is required for any 

person in the community to purchase flood insurance thru FEMA.  

Since we are out of compliance with FEMA this will bring us into 

compliance. 

     CARRIED 

 

 “To approve Ordinance 1352, an Ordinance authorizing an 

Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement for selecting and retaining a 

professional services company to prepare an update of the Avalon 

Borough Comprehensive Plan” 

         Lloyd 2
nd

 

     CARRIED 

 

 “To accept the agreement that Avalon Borough will accept and 

pay all invoices from Goehring, Rutter and Boehm for services rendered 

for the Joint Planning Commission and shall allocate proportionate 

share of each invoice for reimbursement to the Boroughs of Bellevue 

and Ben Avon.” 

 

         Cortese 2
nd

 

 

Discussion followed.  Meghan states that there is rotating schedule for 

the solicitor and engineer.  This year is Ben Avon’s turn and they asked 

GRB to stay on but for Avalon to continue accepting and paying 

invoices. 

 

     CARRIED 

PARKS/RECREATION: 

 

o Ralph Cortese provided a brief report. 

o Great employees at the pool just very poor weather.  Pool 

will be open Sunday thru Sunday, closed Monday thru 

Friday and the last weekend open will be Labor Day 

weekend. 
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CORP/PLANNING/LIBRARY: 

 

o Lloyd thanks Lorraine for helping with getting the new 

phone system in place. 

o Thanks the street committee and Borough office for moving 

a Mutt Mitt’s station from the front of a resident’s house to 

a different location.  He had received a compliment from 

this resident. 

 

Cortese moved: 

  “To adjourn at 8:30 pm” 

          Lloyd 2
nd

 

 

 

      CARRIED 

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

 

 

Harry W. Dilmore 

Manager    


