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AVALON BOROUGH   

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

September 18, 2012 

 
The meeting opened at 7:35 with the pledge of Allegiance led by Ed 

Repp.   

 

Roll Call: Bernstein, Cortese, Dixon, Donnelly, Klicker, Lloyd, Narcisi, 

Repp and Vetterly.  Also present: Megan Ott, Borough Manager 

Dilmore, Police Chief Kokoski, Chester Engineer Representative, 

Rachael Mignogna and Lorraine Makatura.  Mayor Haslett. 

 

Solicitor stated that no Executive Session was held.  

 

Klicker moved: 

 

“To accept the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of  

August 21, 2012”. 

            

         Bernstein 2
nd

 

       Cortese, Donnelly Abstain 

CARRIED 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

 Letter from Northgate Marching Band on placing an ad for 

the program or supplying a basket for the 2012 Band 

Festival. 

 Received paperwork from Scenic Pittsburgh representatives 

on the “Good Neighbor Agreement”.  Solicitor and I have 

discussed this and it will be held until next month. 

 Received a letter of review from Chester Engineering on the 

Auto Zone project.  Forwarded to BIU. 

 Received a letter and paperwork on the 2012 Fire Relief 

check.  It will be received on September 21 and we will 

forward the money to the fire department. 
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VISITORS: 

 

 Paul Springob, 340 Elizabeth Avenue 

 

Checking on status of the issues brought to council last month 

concerning the truck issues on Elizabeth Avenue. 

Vetterly stated that detour signs (11) were removed from 65, 

changed the tonnage to 10Ton, stands, signs ordered for those 

on 65.  Stop signs must be replaced with 30” signs and indicators 

that it is 4 way, 2way, 3 way stops. 

 

Paul Meyers, 234 Locust 

 

Thank you for taking care of issues on Birmingham and 

California for my son.  The quickness of correcting the problem 

was due to the hearing being scheduled at that time as well. The 

owners were found guilty and they cleaned it up immediately. 

 

Ruth Lloyd, 225 S. Ohio  

 

Thank you to Mr. Klicker, Mr Lloyd and Mr. Vetterly for help at 

Touch a Truck on Saturday.  It was a wonderful event for the 

community.  Disappointed that the Avalon Fire Department did 

not participate, hopefully they will next year. 

 

Chief, the bikes were a big hit. 

 

Quality of Life Committee meetings September 26, Council 

Chambers. 

 

List of properties presented to Council for someone to inspect. 

 

 Ralph Worth, 614 Grandview 

 

Here as a follow up to emphasis a letter I gave to Borough 

Council.  Thank you for listening to me in July when I spoke 

about the Birmingham Ave steps.    My letter provides pertinent 

information the engineering standpoint and also the ADA laws. 

I personally do not think they stand in the way. 

 



 3 

MAYOR:  

 

NO REPORT 

 

SECRETARY/MANAGER: 

 

 Signed and returned copy of Fee Agreement with Campbell, 

Durrant, Palombo & Miller and Beatty legal services with 

Attorney Gretchen Love in the Johnson matter. 

 Working with Kerry Patterson in DPW on new sign project.  

Start to see the new blue signs that are different than the 

communities on either side of us and they comply with the new 

State regulations on sign size and reflectability.  It will be a 4 year 

project. 

 Work continuing on Sedalia Avenue with the DEP tracking of the 

water table.  Tree was removed Saturday from right of way to 

allow access to our lines.  Results have not been good, they need 6 

months of clear readings.  Reports coming soon. 

 Exchanged paperwork with Ohio Township on lending of the 

police vehicle while things are being worked out on the other 

vehicle. 

 

SOLICITORS REPORT: 

 

 No Report 

 

ENGINEERS REPORT: 

 

Rachael Mignogna represented Chester Engineering for this meeting.   

 

 Birmingham Avenue landslide – the Geotechnical 

Engineering prepared a couple of options. 

 MS4 Application was due 9/14/12 and submitted on time. 

Additional requirements based on the MS4, Shawn will 

discuss those. 

 Auto Zone site plan, previously reviewed and in compliance 

with municipal ordinances. 

 West Bellevue Road – sewer that was installed last year 

with a federal grant. There is still erosion occurring. 
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Meeting held between Bellevue, Avalon and the engineers to 

discuss a solution to the erosion.  Shawn Rosensteel 

observed first hand during a heavy rainstorm that there is a 

storm sewer that was previously thought to be abandon that 

is outletting directly on to the street.  There is some surface 

run off from the intersection of Starr Avenue and Oak 

Street, it is not contributing  to the erosion problem as 

previously thought, it is from the storm sewer.  It looks like 

it has pulled apart. Rerouting will be done to see if this can 

be corrected. Dilmore stated that Kerry Patterson also went 

down during today’s recent storm.  Approximately 20’ of 

tinwhistle to redirect the discharge into the creek, backhoes 

and highlift to respread what eroded to the bottom of the 

hill.  Not looking at big cost to us, mostly Bellevue.  Dixon 

questioned why this was not caught to begin with.  Thoughts 

were it broke after original repair completed.  Tinwhistle 

rusted out on the bottom plus it was outside the scope of the 

contractor, he was concerned with the sanitary line not 

storm water.  Dixon commented on the Engineers comment 

on that it was previously “thought” to be abandon – his 

opinion is that in the Engineers profession there is a 

difference between thought and knowing, and here is a 

perfect example, there should be no “thought” we should be 

knowing what will and will not work. 

 

 

FINANCE: 

 

To get ready for the 2013 Budget, schedule a meeting with 

Council and the Tax Collector on October 4, 2012 at 7:00 pm  

and for all other departments to have their wishlists in by 

October 10, 2012, 7:00 pm. 

 

Quality of Life is meeting September 26, 2012, 7:00 pm. 

 

Lloyd moved: 

       

 “To accept the the Finance Report as presented”. 

 

         Narcisi 2
nd
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Comment from Repp that what we have reported is what must get 

us through to the end of the year. 

 

CARRIED 

 

 

 “To accept the Tax Collector’s Report as submitted”. 

 

                   Donnelly 2
nd

 

 

CARRIED 

 

“To accept the Treasurer’s Report as submitted.” 

  

       

      Donnelly 2
nd 

 

CARRIED 

 

“To pay the List of Bills as submitted for the month of  

September 18, 2012”. 

 

         Donnelly 2
nd

 

 

Dixon  comments there are things he wants to look into on the 

property side and he will be abstaining for that reason. 

       Dixon Abstained 

CARRIED 

 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY: 

 

Narcisi moved: 

 

“To permit the placement of a handicap parking sign in the 

vicinity of 806 Jackman Avenue.” 

        Donnelly 2
nd
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Dixon commented if met all the requirements, no off street 

parking, garages.  Chief confirmed.   

CARRIED 

 

“To enter into an agreement with the DEA for police services as 

set forth in the contract.” 

 

       Cortese 2
nd 

 

Roll Call vote: No – Bernstein, Klicker, Repp 

Yes – Cortese, Dixon, Donnelly, Lloyd, Narcisi,    

Vetterly 

 

CARRIED 6-3 

 

Dixon commented on the accident the police officers experienced 

last week.  Feels the Borough owes them a commendation, both  

walked away from a serious crash, could have claimed disability 

but are stand up police officers, returned to work with no 

additional expenses to the Borough.  Cortese agreed.  Also 

commended Chief for his job in the police department and the 

officers he does hire, they do the job they are hired to do. Chief 

Kokoski commented on the accident and the suspect that was 

apprehended. 

 

 

STREETS: 

 

Vetterly reported on the DPW following up on the alleys, 

prepping the leaf box for leaf pickup. 

 

Vetterly moved: 

 

“To direct the Secretary to advertise for the part-time position in 

the DPW department.” 

        Lloyd 2
nd 

 

Repp questioned the reason.  Vetterly stated we are down a part-

time employee. 
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CARRIED 

 

“To direct the Secretary to advertise for the part-time snow 

removal personnel for the 2012-2013 season.”  

 

        Bernstein 2
nd 

 

CARRIED 

 

 

“To accept the proposal of the HDH Group for workers 

compensation coverage for the volunteer fire company at a cost of 

$13,363.00.” 

 

        Donnelly 2
nd 

 Donnelly questioned term length – 1 year. 

 

CARRIED 

 

Lloyd thanked the borough crew for planting the mums outside the 

Avalon sign, his wife and Harry and Lorraine for the remaining flowers 

in front of the Borough Building. 

 

Dixon commented on the signs, the some “Local Delivery” signs will 

work on California Avenue, Church, Elizabeth. However, the “No Left 

Turns” would be better if mounted up between the red lights on Ohio 

River Blvd instead of posting them on poles on the side of the road.  

Vetterly agreed, however, Penndot regulates the location of the signs 

and it takes 6 months to a year to get approval.  Further discussion 

followed. 

 

PROPERTY: 

 

Dixon commented on cost saving ideas by approaching the utilities on 

possibly changing the due date of bills to meet council dates to avoid late 

charges, check on the Guardian protection at the fire hall, window 

cleaning, phone bill – 16 different numbers, plus long distance.  Dilmore 

reminded Dixon that last month we were changing the phone service. 

Additional comment to Mrs. Lloyd regarding the Fire Company and 

Touch a Truck – handful of drivers that can drive the trucks through 
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these tiny little streets, they are volunteers, and it’s tough to coordinate.  

It is unfortunate that the fire company did not show up but I don’t want 

the public to get a bad taste in their mouth about them not showing up. 

Mrs. Lloyd apologized but reminded him that they did commit to doing 

Touch a Truck.  Dixon further explained why they did not come to the 

event.  

  

 

HEALTH & SANITATION: 

 

 Klicker reported progress being made on options on the Health  

Care plan, meeting this week.  We will have a proposal for 

budgeting. 

 

 

CORP/PLANNING: 

  

No Report 

 

INTER-BORO: 

 

 COG Meeting, Wednesday, September 19, 2012 7:30 pm 

 Allegheny County Borough’s Association on Thursday. 

 Northland Public Library community meeting on  

Irrevocable Living Trusts and Estate Planning 

 

 

LIBRARY: 

 

 Friends of the Library to meeting Thursday, September 20, 2012,  

7:00 pm 

 

Mrs. Lloyd reported they are having a 50 Book Challenge with 

Bayne Library – to read 50 books in 1 year. 

 

PARKS & RECREATION: 

 

Cortese reported the pool season affected by the water leak and the 

weather in the last month. 
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Thank you to Catie Makatura, her staff and the Refreshment staff for 

the fine job they did this summer.  Heard nothing but praise.  Donnelly 

and Lloyd thanked Cortese for his commitment to the pool and job well 

done. 

 

  

 

4
th

 OF JULY:   

 

 No Report 

 

Cortese:  “Motion to adjourn: 8:17 pm.”   

Lloyd 2
nd

.   

CARRIED 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

Harry W. Dilmore 

Manager    


