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Rain Gardens Have Many Benefits

What is a Rain Garden? Rain Gardens Help:

A rain garden is a landscaped, shallow depression that captures, * Reduce pollution entering our waters.
absorbs, and filters stormwater runoff from roofs, driveways, « Boost property values while cutting landscape
fertilizers, oil, grease, pesticides and sediment, while i nathve birdtand "

recharging groundwater supplies.
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Our Folluted Waters

Our waterways are not as clean as they
once were due to water pollution such as
stormwater runoff. Stormwater is water from
rain or melting snow that does not quickly
soak into the ground. Stormwater runs from
rooftops, over driveways, sidewalks and lawns
collecting and carrying pollutants such as dirt,
pet waste, oil and grease, pesticides, fertilizers,
leaves, and litter into our waterways.

Houses and neighborhoods that are not next
to a stream or lake can still contribute to the
problem. Storm drains found in most local
neighborhoods are designed to move runoff
from your neighborhood to the nearest body
of water. While many people believe otherwise,
stormwater is not filtered in wastewater
treatment plants before entering streams and
rivers. Storm drains carry UNFILTERED and
UNTREATED water directly into our local rivers
and streams. Lots of pollution from stormwater
runoff can make our waterways very unhealthy
for people, plants and animals.
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Help us green our neighborhoods and protect our streams by joining the
Rain Gardens for the Bays Campaign to create thousands of rain gardens
in local watersheds! Participate in a community rain garden planting or
install a rain garden in your own yard! Your support will help to keep our
waters healthy and protect our communities from flooding and polluted
runoff during storms.

The Rain Gardens for the Bays Campaign is supported by the Mid-Atlantic
National Estuary Program, state, and local partners. The Partnership for the
Delaware Estuary, the Center for the Inland Bays and the Maryland Coastal
Bays are collaborating to encourage healthier bays by creating thousands
of rain gardens in our backyards, school campuses, town halls, libraries,
local businesses and on our corporate lands.

TO FIND OUT MORE:
Call 302-739-9939
Visit www.raingardensforthebays.org

Brochure illustrations provided by the

Appoquinimink River Association.
A inimink S
River Association
“/f\'
Funding provided by the Envil | Protection Agency.
e
- Q‘l

&




